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25 YEARS OF NP SAMPLE 

SURVEY DATA:  GEOSPATIAL  

MAPPING FOR THE FUTURE 

Mary Jo Goolsby, EdD, MSN, NP-C, CAE, FAANP 

Director of Research and Education, AANP 

2009-10 NP Sample Survey 

•Sample stratified by population foci, slight 

oversampling of smallest categories 

•Online survey  

• 7-paged, 76-item survey with cover letter 

•Replicated 1989, 1999, 2004 surveys, 

with some modifications and additions to 

account for evolving practice 
 

Typical NP 

•Female, 48 years old 

•Family NP (FNP) 

•Graduate education  

•~11 years experience as RN prior to NP 

•Practices in ambulatory, primary care 

•Extremely satisfied in current position 

•No current plans to retire 

NP Population 

National Certification: 2004=92% ; 2009= 97% 

Earned graduate degrees: 2004= 88%;  2009= 93% 

NPDB NPSS 
ACNP 5.3 7.2 

ANP 17.9 21.0 

FNP 49.2 42.0 

GNP 3.0 4.8 

NNP 2.3 2.0 

PNP 9.4 8.8 

PMHNP 2.9 3.8 

WHNP 9.1 10.4 
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Trends in Major Specialties/Population Foci 

  1989 2004 2009 

Estimated Total 24,000 97,000 135,000 

  % % % 

ACNP   4.3 5.3 

Adult 15 19.3 17.9 

Family 25 41.2 49.2 

Gerontological 3 4.1 3.0 

Pediatric 17 10.9 9.4 

Mental Health 2 10.9 2.9 

Women’s Health 18 11.3 9.1 

Number of Other Providers in Setting 

Physicians 

Nurse Practitioners 

NP Preparation 1989, 1999, 2004, 2009 

  1989 1999 2004 2009 

ADN/Dip/BSN 34,4 16,0 11.6 7.0 

MSN/MS 62.6 70.1 84.8 86.4 

Doctorate 3.0 3.9 3.7 6.6 

Main Practice Setting 

Private Phys Practice 

27.9 

Hospital Outpt 

12.1 

In-Patient 

12 

Cmty Health Ctr 

5.8 
Private NP Pract 

3.9 

VAH 

3.6 

Rural Health Center 

3.2 

Extended Care/Long 

Term Care Facility 
3.0 

College Health Service 

2.9 
Emergency Room 

2.4 

Other Freestanding 

Primary Care 
2.2 

Other  

20.8 
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Main Practice Setting (%) 

  1989 1999 2004 2009 

Private Practice 
16.9 

Phys   25.8 Phys   33.4 Phys   27.9 

NP        3.3 NP         4.2 NP         3.9 

Hospital 

Outpatient 
6.8 10.4 13.2 12.1 

Hospital 

Inpatient 3.3 7.3 8.9 12.0 

CC    3.9 

Hosp  2.2 

Oth     5.9 

School/College 11.6 6.5 5.0 4.1 

Extended Care 3.3 2.3 3.7 3.0 

Free-Standing 

PriCare 
17.4 2.6 2.4 2.2 

HMO/MC 8.8 7.7 3.3 1.9 

Occ Health 1.7 2.4 2.3 1.8 

Military/DoD 2.3 0.7 0.8 1.7 

Main Practice Community (%) 

  1989 1999 2004 2009 

<1000 2.4 1.5 1.6 1.5 

1000-24,999 

22.7 

  

17.3 18.7 16.3 

25,000-50,000 
15.8 18.0 12.1 

>50,000 75.0 65.5 61.8 70.1 

  1989 1999 2004 2009 

Suburb 45 49.5 51.5 55.0 

Inner City 42.3 43.2 38.7 35.3 

Other 13.7 7.2 9.8 9.7 

  

 
1989 

 
1999 

 
2004 

 
Contract 

 
10.6 

 
14.1 

 
11.9 

 
Independent Practice 

 
3.5 

 
2.5 

 
.9 

 
Salary 

 
77.5 

 
78.4 

 
77.1 

 
Other/Partner 

 
8.4 

 
6.6 

 
3.5/6.6 

 

Employment Arrangement (%) 

2009 

Salaried 67.8 

Hourly 25.1 

Self-Employed 7.0 

Practice Owner 57.3 

Indpt Contractor 42.7 

Payor Sources/Coverage: 

2004 2009 

Medicare 72.4 81.3 

Medicaid 85.1 83.5 

Uninsured 86.0 81.4 

Private Payors 95.1 93.8 

Workers Compensation 38.6 

Charitable/Uncompensated 58.3 
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Percent of Time Physician On-Site 

  1999 2004 2009 

100% 23.2 28.3 26.1 

90-99 19.0 19.1 17.0 

75-89 12.1 12.3 12.5 

60-74 6.3 5.0 5.1 

45-59 6.3 6.4 6.6 

25-44 5.3 4.8 4.7 

<25 27.8 1-24   14.9 

      0     9.2 

1-24   15.2 

     0    12.9 

Patients/Hour 

  2004 2009 

1-2 26.6 25.8 

3-4 61.7 60.0 

5-6 9.8 10.5 

7-8 1.0 1.7 

9+ 0.9 2.0 

NP Compensation 

 

 

 

  2004 2009 

Salary Mean $73,620 Base  $89,450 

Total $97,340 

Vacation 72 82.1 

Sick Leave 70 68.8 

Professional Leave 74 69.8 

Travel Allowance 56 55.8 

Journal Allowance 23 20.8 

Professional Dues 32 39.4 

Professional Liability 69 73.5 

Health Insurance   72.7 

LTC Insurance   56.0 

Retirement Plan   69.5 

Weekend/Evening Call: 28.7%  

• 10.7% receive bonus for call 

• 73.9%: On-call hours 

•  7.5%: On-call hours 

•  5.5%: Number Calls taken 

• 44.1%: Other basis 

 



5 

Most Common Diagnoses NP Prescribing 

• 2004: 

• 96.5% of NPs prescribe 

• 19 prescriptions, on average, daily 

• 2009: 

• 97.6% prescribe 

• 19.7 prescriptions, on average, daily 

• 76.8% maintain DEA registration 

• 78.1% authorized to prescribe controlled 

substances 

 

Most frequently prescribed Regularly Prescribed 
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Regularly Prescribed 
Where information regarding new  

drugs obtained 

Acute Care Procedures 

Most Frequently Performed 
Acute Care Procedures 
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Plans to Retire 

Timing % 

Within 1 year 1.1 

2-5 years 13.4 

6-10 26.5 

No plans 59.0 

Satisfaction with NP Career 

Trends: Continuation of Current 

Directions: 
• Growth of FNP focus 

• Exponential growth in NP numbers (next 5 years) 

• Gradual increase in NP retirements 

• NPs (like physicians) less likely to practice in private 

practice sites and more likely to practice in hospital-

owned practices (ACO influence) 

• Continued service to rural and other underserved 

populations 

• Increased public awareness of NPs, driving enhanced 

employment and compensation opportunities 

• Influence of doctoral degree prevalence 

 

 

Questions? 

• www.aanp.org 

 

• mjgoolsby@aanp.org 

 

http://www.aanp.org/
mailto:Mjgoolsby@aanp.org

